Timeline of Ancient Greek Coins and Events

Historical Events and Eras

| Numismatic Events

Archaic Period (prior to 500 BC)

2200 BC Earliest palaces of the
Minoan civilization on
Crete

1400 BC Earliest Mycenaean
palaces

12" C.BC | Trojan War, depicted in
Homer’s Iliad

1200-900 Destruction of Mycenean

BC civilization; the Dark Ages

900-800 BC | Population and agriculture
begin to revive; iron used

for tools and weapons
776 BC First Olympic Games

c. 750 BC
form

750-550 BC | Greek colonies form all
around the Mediterranean:
Western Turkey, North
Africa, Italy and Sicily

Greek city-states begin to

Colonies become future sites of
diverse coinages, each with its
own “tipos” or design-type

Late 7" C. First coins struck in electrum,

BC (Perhaps probably in Lydia (west coast of

650-625) Turkey), from Temple of Artemis
at Ephesos: striations, lion’s
head, cocks

By Early 6" Diverse early electrum coinages

C.BC established in Asia Minor, from

560-546 BC | Reign of King Croesus of
Lydia (“rich as Croesus”)

Cyzicus (Sea of Marmara) in the
north to Halicarnassus in the
south

Croesus abandons electrum in
favor of bimetallic coinage of
gold and silver, with head of lion




575-550 BC

546 BC

530 BC

Oracle of Delphi tells
Croesus: “If you make war
on the Persians, you will
destroy a mighty empire.”
Croesus attacks the
Persians and his empire
falls. Eastern coast of
Mediterranean now
controlled by Persians.

Pythagoras migrates from
island of Samos to
Southern Italy.

confronting bull (siglos, double-
siglos), with gold:silver ratio of
1:13 1/3.

First silver staters (“Turtles™)
minted on island of Aegina,
Europe’s first mint, replacing
currency of obelos (iron spits) and
drax (a handful of six obelos),
from which the terms “obol” and
“drachma” are derived.

Silver coinages appear at Athens
(Gorgons, amphora, wheels, etc.;
the “Wappenmiinzen,” literally,
“heraldic coins”), Corinth
(Pegasus), and other island and
mainland city-states

At Athens, evolution towards
double-sided coins

In Lydia, Persians continue
minting coins with lion and bull
for about 30 years after Croesus’
defeat

Electrum continues in use in the
north, at Mytilene, Phocaea,
Lampsacus and Cysicus.
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“Incuse” coinages appear in city-
states of Magna Graecia: Sybaris,
Metapontion, Kroton, Kaulonia,
Poseidonia)




521-485 BC

Last quarter
of 6" C. BC

510 BC

508-500 BC

Reign of Persian King
Darius |

Rule of Solon, Peisistratos,
or perhaps just after

Kroton destroys Sybaris

Democracy is created in

Gold “Daric” with running archer
first minted by 500 BC, replacing
Croesus coinage with lion and
bull, circulating only in Western
Anatolia where coinage was well
established among the Greeks and
their neighbors
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Athens strikes its first “Owils.”
Double-sided coin with god and
contrasting reverse become the
basis for Greek coins and
European coin-making tradition.
Coinages appear throughout the
Greek world, including Sicily and
Cyrene in Northern Africa. The
largest (after Aegina, Athens and
Corinth) include Thasos, Thebes,
Macedonia

Sybaris’ coinage ends




Athens, under Cleisthenes






















